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SOME GUIDING QUESTIONS FOR THIS COLLOQUIUM 
 

How do we create a sustainable world economy? How do we learn from indigenous 
people and nonhuman species how to develop sustainable cultures? Can developed 
nations wean themselves off fossil fuel dependency quickly while they greatly expand 
sustainable energy sources? How does climate change affect populations differently – 
women, children, the poor, those in developing nations? What is climate justice and 
should it include all species? How do industrialized nations remedy the ills of climate 
change for which they are responsible? James Lovelock proposed a Gaia hypothesis in 
1979 with the earth (surface, air, oceans) as a self-regulating system. How much has 
human activity damaged Gaia and is there hope for recovery? Is technology alone the 
answer in fighting climate change, or are attitude shifts like breaking cognitive disso-
nance important, too? Do we educate young people about climate change only through 
facts, data, and statistics, or are the arts and humanities equally important? What can 
individuals do to help stem the tide of climate change and become sustainable global 
citizens? 

▬ 
 

Past Moral Sense Colloquium guest participants in addition to St. Francis College 
faculty and students have included, to name a few: MSC II, Comparative psychologist 
(animal behavior) Dr. Diana Reiss and canine behavior researcher Julie Hecht; MSC 
III, legendary biologist Dr. Robert Trivers and philosopher/biologist David C. Lahti; 
MSC IV, moral philosophers Dr. Carlo Alvaro and Dr. Jeff Sebo along with South 
African actors and musicians Vaneshran Arumugam and Emmanuel Castis.  
 
More information about the Moral Sense Colloquia is here: 
https://www.asebl.net/p/moral-sense-colloquium-iii.html  
 

Representative Image 
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MORAL SENSE COLLOQUIUM V: Sustainability and Ethics 
  

PROGRAM 
 

16 May 2022, St. Francis College 
 

All Events Unless Otherwise Noted Will Take Place  
in the Maroney Theater, 7th Floor 

▬ 
 
1:00PM - Welcome and introductions by Dr. Gregory F. Tague 

PANEL ONE 

First talk by Dr. Gregory Tague, “Animals, Ethics, and Sustainability.” 

Second talk by Dr. Kristy Biolsi, “What Comparative Psychology Has to Say 
about Our Place in the Ecosystem and its Relevance to Climate Change.” 
 
Third talk by Dr. John Dilyard, “Everything is Connected.” 

Panel discussion. 

2:00 PM - Refreshment break in line with a vegan ethos. 

2:15PM – Students and Faculty. 

PANEL TWO 

Student, Ashtyn K. Van Horn, “The People v. People: Exploring Humankind’s 

Most Deliberate Disparities.”  

Student, Luis E. Banegas, “A Sustainable World Economy Includes Equity.” 

Faculty respondents, panel moderators, and discussants Dr. Alison Dell and Dr. 

Clayton Shoppa. 

3:00PM – Discussion with faculty speakers, student panelists, and audience. 

4:00PM – Conclusion and Book Raffle.  
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ABSTRACTS 
 

FACULTY 
 
GREGORY F. TAGUE, PH.D.1 
“Animals, Ethics, and Sustainability” 
 
There’s a recent article by philosopher Nick Zangwill (2021) called “Our Moral Duty 
to Eat Meat.” In a nutshell, Zangwill’s argument is that we should breed animals as 
food since that equation benefits them and us as a human duty and moral good. He 
says millions of domesticated animals would not survive in the wild. While there 
would be Malthusian and Darwinian checks, adaptations by species and their preda-
tors would create a normal balance. There was a holistic bio-network in nature before 
the human population explosion and the establishment of animal agriculture to feed 
cities. Zangwill claims that farmed animals benefit from our eating them.  
 
Contrary to what he says, meat eating is not beneficial (Bouvard, et al., 2015; Najjar, 
et al., 2018; Gurjao, et al. 2021; Boonpor, et al. 2021). A Lancet study (Willett & 
Rockström, 2021) explicitly states that moving to a plant-based diet will benefit hu-
man, wild animal, and global environmental health over the long term. Likewise, the 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (Melina, et al., 2016) holds that plant-based diets 
are not only healthy but also environmentally favorable. Moreover, sustainability de-
pends on reducing land for meat production in most places (FABLE, 2021). In fact, 
from an evolutionary perspective, researchers (Barr, et al., 2022) question the myth 
that eating lots of meat by our ancestral relative Homo erectus propelled human anat-
omy and behavior. After studying data from dozens of sites these authors conclude 
that emphasis on meat consumption is typically due to the sampling focus on car-
nivory itself and not on diet variety.  
 
What Zangwill suggests is gross capitalism and corporate agriculture built on the bod-
ies of animals. We don’t need to eat meat three times a day, if at all (Stone 2011). He 
admits that perhaps we should not eat factory-farmed animals, but that’s where most 
of the world’s meat comes from (Meat Production), so he’s creating an illusion. He 
prefers to eat animals who are supposedly free-ranged, but that’s not going to feed the 
already 8 billion hungry human stomachs. His argument is a fantasy of what life was 
like in pre-industrial times (and still is among some developing nations or hunter-
gatherers), but most of the meat consuming world resides in cities spanning Asia, Eu-
rope, and the Americas (e.g., OECD, 2017, 2019). Most well-fed industrialized hu-
mans yearly breed and then kill billions of animals for consumption. That’s not sus-
tainable (Rippin, et al., 2021) but somehow culturally accepted.  
 
Zangwill says that in New Zealand sheep graze outdoors and lead good lives; there-
fore, we should eat them. The free-range sheep Zangwill prizes emit lots of methane 
gas, to say nothing of the food supplements with which they are fattened, in turn lead-
ing to food and water waste. This practice is not sustainable use of land (Springmann, 
et al., 2018; Clark, et al., 2020). If the world populations shifted to a plant-based diet, 
we’d significantly reduce land used for agriculture to feed cattle (Ritchie, 2021; Ritch-
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ie & Roser, 2021) that could be better utilized for rewilding, carbon sequestration, 
reforestation, etc.  
 
The nonhuman life worth living, in Zangwill’s estimation, is one that fills the human 
belly. Working against current trends (e.g., Andrews, 2016; Allen & Trestman, 2016; 
Rowlands, 2019), he claims animals are not as cognitively sophisticated as humans 
and, therefore, we need not worry about any painful consciousness as they line up to 
be slaughtered. Zangwill goes on to say that humans have more rights than animals, 
even if a person is severely impaired physically or mentally. That stance is unabashed 
humanism and contains the depersonalization of other living creatures. His authority 
at this point is the seventeenth-century French philosopher Descartes who viewed an-
imals as robots while performing vivisections in spite of their painful cries.  
 
The Remedy to Zangwill’s Joyful Killing 
 
The flip side of Zangwill’s stilted thinking can be found in the words of Lori Marino 
and Michael Mountain (2021) who argue that humans hurt animals to exert a self-
interested sense of exceptionalism. No species is exceptional; populations have 
evolved adaptations to survive among others in a mutually-shared ecosystem, locally, 
and in a larger biome. This is true of hunter-gatherers but not industrialized humans. 
Wild animals service the ecosphere whereas farmed animals upset earth’s ecological 
equilibrium (e.g., Theurl, et al., 2020). As meat consumption is expected to increase, 
so Zangwill is not helping the environment or human health by justifying environmen-
tal degradation on land or sea (IPCC, 2022a & 2022b). As has been shown (Leach, 
2022), meat eaters engage in deliberate cognitive and emotional dissonance about the 
feelings and minds of “food” animals. Mammals express emotions, experience inner 
feelings, and advanced mental states as recent work reveals (Kret, 2022). Companion 
animals as personalized beings, though, seem spared most of the unkind torment 
heaped on “food” animals, an exception to how humans harmfully treat animals or 
their habitats. This rampant abuse, Marino and Mountain suggest, keeps human bodies 
at an elevated distance from their own physical mortality as they control the lives, in 
death, of other nonhuman beings.  
 
Conclusion  
 
What is the prospect of our moral character? First, we confront such moral irresponsi-
bility about environmental catastrophe that researchers are now documenting what 
they call climate anxiety (Doherty & Clayton, 2011; Hickman, et al., 2021). Happi-
ness is not a planet warmed by animal agriculture. Second, rather than raising animals 
to be wastefully massacred as human food, they should be granted sovereignty of 
place in their wild habitats. In some locales we should learn to live alongside of them 
with equality since they ably function as ecosystem engineers sustaining forests, wet-
lands, oceans, and even the atmosphere (Donaldson & Kymlicka, 2011; Wilson, 2016; 
Tague, 2020). Thus, positive change should come from cultural shifts in ethical atti-
tudes that value ecosystems and animals to ensure earth’s future. Our moral duty is 
not to eat meat.  
 
Note 
1. A longer version of this talk is under review as a paper with an academic journal. 
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KRISTY BIOLSI, PH.D. 
“What Comparative Psychology Has to Say about Our Place in the Ecosystem 
and its Relevance to Climate Change” 
 
Within the field of cognitive psychology, researchers often study mechanisms for 
problem solving in the face of roadblocks. One solution path is to redefine the prob-
lem space and one’s goal. With that in mind, I suggest that perhaps the question is not 
“how do we stop climate change?” but rather to redefine the problem as “how do we 
become one with the world?” What are the best ways to cultivate a sustainable and 
interconnected mindset that will inherently lead to an improved climate? Without a 
mindset change we cannot expect our behaviors, and therefore the outcomes, to be 
different than the path we are already taking.  
 
In addition, the area of comparative cognition is poised to increase our understanding 
from a much-needed holistic view as it investigates our behavior, thought processes, 
and decision making through an interdisciplinary lens both within and across different 
species. For example, we have learned that many cognitive abilities that were once 
thought to be unique to humans, such as tool use, are in fact more generalized mecha-
nisms among the animal kingdom. We find that non-human animals have greater cog-

https://doi.org/10.1787agr_outlook-2017-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/agr_outlook-2019-en
https://ourworldindata.org/land-use-diets
https://ourworldindata.org/forests-and-deforestation
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0259418
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-018-0594-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2020.139353
https://eatforum.org/eat-lancet-commission/eat-lancet-commission-summary-report/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-the-american-philosophical-association/article/our-moral-duty-to-eat-meat/8FBE9042D1AFDBDE56F6CE1B56D25C82
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-the-american-philosophical-association/article/our-moral-duty-to-eat-meat/8FBE9042D1AFDBDE56F6CE1B56D25C82
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-the-american-philosophical-association/article/our-moral-duty-to-eat-meat/8FBE9042D1AFDBDE56F6CE1B56D25C82
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nitive capacities than once thought and that our ‘uniquely’ human characteristics are 
often not as unique as we once thought.  
 
Therefore, through learning how other species fit into the larger ecosystem we can 
gain a better perspective of our own place in this unified and dynamic system. We 
must learn, and inherently feel, that the environment is not something external to us, 
but that we are in fact one piece of the whole. 
 
 
JOHN DILYARD, PH.D. 
“Everything is Connected” 
 
Like it or not, we live in a highly interconnected world, and any doubts about that 
have been dispelled by the COVID-19 pandemic. It spread so quickly because people 
from everywhere can travel anywhere. It proved difficult to tame because the mecha-
nisms that were needed to get what was needed to protect people from getting it and to 
treat people who were infected by it involved connections that were disrupted when 
those connections were shut off. These connections were not confined to protection 
from and treatment of the disease; everything that needed to be made which required 
anything from somewhere else suddenly either could not be made or became extreme-
ly short of supply. That the disruptions in these connections caused so much unex-
pected turmoil is evidence that they are pretty much invisible to us despite their im-
portance, and our difficulties in finding solutions to the disruptions is evidence that 
those connections are entrenched. Current events – Russia’s invasion of Ukraine – 
also are showing us that events that are not necessarily directly connected to us in re-
ality are connected. 
 
If there is something good that could be coming out of the pandemic, it could be that 
we begin to realize just how extensively things in the world are connected, and that 
we need to start acknowledging these connections in what we do and how we think. 
Ironically, we have been caught up in something far more extensively connected long 
before the pandemic hit – climate change. Climate change is connected to everything 
– the air we breathe, the water we drink, the food we eat, the things we buy, the way 
we travel, every living thing. Dealing with climate change effectively is going to re-
quire us to take those connections into account in whatever strategies we devise. Un-
fortunately, as the pandemic has revealed, we are not recognizing connections are not 
necessarily our ‘thing’. 
 
All is not lost, however, because, as we have learned from responding to the pandem-
ic, we can start doing and thinking about things differently. And, fortunately, we have 
at our disposal a kind of manual to help us how to navigate an interconnected world, 
Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si’ On Care for Our Common Home. Published in 
June 2015, Laudato Si’ serves as a wake-up call to humanity to first, take climate 
change as the very serious problem it is, and second, that recognizing just how con-
nected we (humanity) is to everything is a major step in solving the problem. This talk 
will discuss how Pope Francis uses the idea of connectedness to help us genuinely 
start taking care of our common home. 
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RESPONDENTS 
 
ALISON DELL, PH.D. 
“Relations of Self and Other in Ecology” 
 
When we talk about moral senses, recognizing connectivity, recognizing other beings 
as conscious, or when we modify our own behavior towards other creatures based on 
our own moral sense – we are still positing a relation of self and other. While any sys-
tem’s boundaries are somewhat arbitrary and it might seem obvious where one organ-
ism begins and another organism ends, these stances fail to consider that individuals 
are actually collections of organisms. The ideas of the symbiont and holobiont posited 
by Donna Haraway (2016) and Scott Gilbert (2019) respectively recognize the multi-
plicities that make up our own bodies. 
 
I will argue that these new perspectives shift our meanings of moral sense and are 
fundamental to thinking about our collective lives on a damaged planet. Using the 
work of post-post humanists such as Tsing (2020) and Haraway and Gilbert as well as 
biology’s contemporary understanding of the microbiome, this talk will explore the 
meaning of moral sense when each being is a galaxy of microorganisms and our own 
bodies are not-just human.   
 
References   
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CLAYTON SHOPPA, PH.D. 
“The Existential Integration of Nature: Plants, Animals, and Us” 
 
My response reviews and elaborates the arguments Dr. Tague makes against 
Zangwill’s article, “Our Moral Duty to Eat Meat.” Giving a defense of the status quo, 
Zangwill says his arguments depend on history rather than consequentialism. By this 
he means that we have come to depend on industrial food production through a deter-
minate series of historical events. If this series hadn’t occurred, if veganism were 
widespread, Zangwill would not defend eating meat.  
 
But given the way things have played out, eating meat benefits humans and animals. It 
may be clear enough what we get from animals, and thus how we benefit from their 
existence, for example, leather boots and haute cuisine. Zangwill attempts to defend 
the other side of the relationship too, that animals benefit from our practice of eating 

https://works.swarthmore.edu/fac-biology/565
https://doi.org/10.1215/9780822373780
http://feralatlas.org/
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them. If we didn’t eat them, they wouldn’t exist. And since existence is better than 
oblivion, since being something is better than being nothing, we have a moral duty to 
keep eating meat.  
 
Dr. Tague repudiates all of this by acknowledging how even our most deeply en-
trenched routines are subject to revision. Our moral character can be developed by 
widening our concern to include elements of the natural world. For much of our past, 
we have neglected attention to these elements, with disastrous consequences for the 
present. If we opt to reinforce old routines, doubling down as Zangwill would have us 
do, we extend these natural, moral, economic, and spiritual disasters indefinitely into 
the future. 
 

STUDENT ABSTRACTS 
 
ASHTYN K. VAN HORN 
“The People v. People: Exploring Humankind’s Most Deliberate Disparities” 
 
According to Jeffrey Sachs (2021) “the wise teachers of all times such as Socrates, 
psychologists and neuroscientists have shown, that the virtues of moderation, pro-
sociality, empathy, and self-control, can be inculcated through education, training, and 
practice.” As it relates to a more sustainable, ethical society, by way of definition of 
climate justice, we must first address the persisting disparities, disproportionality of 
treatments, and continued marginalization and stereotyping of what are perceived to 
be the most susceptible groups within our communities – women, racial minorities, 
and the impoverished. The pervasive reproduction of ‘W.E.I.R.D.” (Western, Educat-
ed, Industrialized, Rich, Democratic) ideologies and power structures is something to 
be considered as detrimental to the proposed plans for restructuring and reformation 
of environmental policy.  
 
The resulting repercussion(s) of this method is a lack of adequate treatment and 
recognition across cultures, creating a torrent of adjacent concerns that are greatly ex-
acerbated by aspects threatening environmental sustainability, such as: climate 
change, over-consumption, and corporate social irresponsibility. While there is a bio-
logical component to competition, the primordial need to partake as a means of sur-
vival is antiquated, leaving modern-day humans to participate for reasons such as ego, 
pleasure, and greed, leading to widespread and incongruent destabilization across a 
variety of platforms.  
 
Much insight can be gleaned from indigenous populations (i.e.: the Beng people of 
West Africa), as well as research studies conducted on social hierarchies and implica-
tions of prevailing power structures (Whitehall British civil servants, and baboons in 
West Africa). Statistical analysis is deemed to be validating of the scientific accuracy 
and legitimacy of a claim, however, it is the lived, shared experiences that describe 
and even define the human experience. 
 
References 
Sachs, Jeffrey D. 2021. “From Neoclassical Economics to the Economy of Francesco.” Jour-

nal of Jesuit Business Ethics 12 (1): 7-14. 
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LOUIS E. BANEGAS 
“A Sustainable World Economy Includes Equity” 
 
A sustainable world economy can only be achieved if humans reconstruct the meaning 
of development. Instead of exploiting natural resources for profits that benefit a small 
group of people, governments need to design technologies to protect the ecosystem 
and build sustainable and egalitarian societies. Climate change pushes people in un-
derdeveloped countries further into poverty. Their governments usually are corrupt 
and lack strong institutions. Jeffrey D. Sachs writes in “From Neoclassical Economics 
to the Economy of Francesco,” “a strong government is necessary to ensure a just dis-
tribution of income.” However, because most colonized nations still suffer from the 
ramifications left by colonialism and are currently subjected to the influence of the 
developed nations, they lack that foundation. Unlike the citizens of the developed 
countries, most people in the underdeveloped world do not enjoy basic freedoms or 
economic prosperity because their nations were colonized. As a result, their resources 
were stolen, extracted, and exploited, which has impacted their development and 
harmed their ecosystem. For that reason, it is imperative to understand history. Euro-
pean nations and the United States must acknowledge the damage they caused to un-
derdeveloped countries and need to cooperate with them to protect humans experienc-
ing economic insecurity and suffering from environmental racism because that is the 
moral thing to do. 
 
References 
Sachs, Jeffrey D. 2021. “From Neoclassical Economics to the Economy of Francesco.” Jour-

nal of Jesuit Business Ethics 12 (1): 7-14. 
 

PARTICIPANT BIOS 
 
Luis E. Banegas holds bachelor’s degrees in Economics and International Cultural 
Studies with concentrations in Finance and International Business. He is originally 
from Honduras and moved to New York to pursue his college education. His research 
primarily focuses on colonialism and the economic development of Central and South 
America. He has been a visiting student at the London School of Economics, where he 
studied the Wealth and Poverty of Nations. Currently, he works in community and 
customer management at National Grid. This September, he will be pursuing an M.A 
in Regional Studies: Latin America & the Caribbean at Columbia University. There, 
he hopes to expand his research, obtain a Ph.D., and become a professor at some 
point. 
 
Dr. Kristy Biolsi Dr. Kristy Biolsi is Department Chair and Professor of Psychology 
at St. Francis College, and is a co-founder of the Evolutionary Studies Collaborative. 
She received her B.S. in Psychobiology from Long Island University, Southampton 
College in 2001 and in 2007 she received her Ph.D. in Cognitive Psychology from the 
University of California, Santa Cruz (UCSC). Her research is in the area of compara-
tive cognition, focusing on marine mammals with two main lines of scientific inquiry; 
laboratory work that is conducted at the Long Island Aquarium in Riverhead NY in-
vestigating category learning with trained, California sea lions and field work which 
consists of data collection from surveys and naturalistic observations of the local har-



ASEBL Journal – Volume 15 Issue 2, May 2022  

13 
 

bor and grey seal population. She is the founder and Director of the Center for the 
Study of Pinniped Ecology and Cognition (CSPEC) at St. Francis College 
(http://www.sfc.edu/pinniped). 
 
Alison Dell, Ph.D. is artist who does science, or a scientist who does art -- combining 
research training in Cell and Molecular Biology with visual arts practices to create 
drawings about and with living organisms.  She is co-founder of Art in the Lab, an 
ongoing series of workshops mixing art with lab work. She writes regularly about sci-
ence through a humanities lens including contributions to Public Art Dia-
log and Identity, Culture, and the Science Performance, Volume 1: From the Lab to 
the Streets forthcoming from Bloomsbury in Summer 2022.  
 
John Dilyard, Ph.D. is a Professor in the Management & Information Technology 
and Interdisciplinary Studies Departments and is co-director of the Environmental 
Studies Program at St Francis College, New York. He also is the principal contact at 
St. Francis College for the United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Net-
work, of which the College is a member. Professional memberships include the Acad-
emy of International Business and the Academy of Management. His areas of exper-
tise include climate change, poverty alleviation programs, sustainable development 
and international business. He has published and presented numerous papers on, as 
well as organized panels addressing, the relationships between international business, 
technology, climate change, poverty alleviation, and the sustainable development 
goals. Current research interests include the importance of supply chains in promoting 
and achieving sustainable development and what governance structures in multina-
tional enterprises are best suited for sustainability. John is actively involved with the 
Columbia Center for Sustainable International Investment and the UNSDSN. Dr. Di-
lyard is a regular reviewer of papers for the Academy of Management and the Acad-
emy of International Business, as well as such journals as The Journal of International 
Business, the Thunderbird International Business Review, the Journal of Eastern Eu-
ropean and Central Asian Studies, and the International Journal of Emerging Mar-
kets. He acted as Guest Editor (with Caroline Witte) of a special issue entitled “The 
Contribution of Multinational Enterprises to the Sustainable Development Goals”, in 
Transnational Corporations, 24(3), 18, 2017. He also regularly serves as a panelist on 
issues associated with education and sustainability, including in a webinar entitled 
‘Interconnected and Indivisible: Strengthening post-secondary education for sustaina-
ble development with interdisciplinary ideas’ sponsored by the SDG Academy and 
hosted by the International Conference on Sustainable Development on September 23, 
2020 (online). 
 
Clayton Shoppa is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at St. Francis College. Recent 
work on logic, intentionality and the environment has appeared in Review of Meta-
physics and elsewhere. He translated Pierre Aubenque’s work on Aristotle for Edin-
burgh University Press. 
 
Scholar, author, and editor Gregory F. Tague, Ph.D. (1998), New York University, is 
a Professor in the departments of Literature, Writing and Publishing / Interdisciplinary 
Studies and founder and senior developer of The Evolutionary Studies Collaborative 
at St. Francis College, N.Y. He is also the founder and organizer of a number of Dar-

http://www.sfc.edu/pinniped


ASEBL Journal – Volume 15 Issue 2, May 2022  

14 
 

win-inspired Moral Sense Colloquia and other multidisciplinary events. Books in-
clude: The Vegan Evolution: Transforming Diets and Agriculture (forthcoming 2022); 
An Ape Ethic and the Question of Personhood (2020); Art and Adaptability: Con-
sciousness and Cognitive Culture (2018); Evolution and Human Culture (2016); and 
Making Mind: Moral Sense and Consciousness (2014). In book series or journals, 
Tague’s published work in evolutionary studies spans disciplines across literature, 
material culture and visual arts, moral philosophy, law, science, and paleoanthropolo-
gy. Professor Tague has also written or edited nine other academic books or literary 
anthologies, including Character and Consciousness (2005), Origins of English Dra-
matic Modernism (2010), and Puzzles of Faith and Patterns of Doubt (2013). He is 
the founding editor of the peer-reviewed ASEBL Journal, now website (eth-
ics/arts/evolution), and is general editor of the Bibliotekos literary site and Literary 
Veganism: An Online Journal. 
 
Ashtyn K. Van Horn is currently a Junior, first-year graduate student in the BA/MA 
Applied Behavioral Psychology program, minoring in business, with an anticipated 
graduation date of Spring 2023. She is also a member of the SFC Honors Program 
(first transfer honors student at SFC in spring 2020 as a freshman) and has been 
named to the Dean’s List for Academic Excellence each semester since Spring 2020. 
Post-graduation, Ashtyn plans to obtain a doctoral degree (Psy.D) in Clinical Psy-
chology with a focus in Forensic Psychology. Ashtyn is active outside of the class-
room as a member of the SFC Women’s Soccer Team, intern at the King’s County 
Supreme Court for Brooklyn Mental Health Court, and member of the Psi Chi Interna-
tional Honor Society in Psychology. She was recently awarded the Terriers in the 
Community Award by the SFC Athletics Department. She is also an advocate on Cap-
itol Hill in Washington D.C. with the Commercial Law League of America in favor of 
Bankruptcy Venue Reform. Before SFC, Ashtyn earned her International Baccalaure-
ate Diploma from Woodrow Wilson High School in Dallas, Texas where she was a 
Dallas ISD Scholar, four-year member of the girls’ varsity soccer team and member of 
the Dallas Texans Soccer Club.  

▬ 
DARWIN’S VIEW ON THE MORAL SENSE 

 
“The following proposition seems to me in a high degree probable – namely, that any 
animal whatever, endowed with well-marked social instincts, would inevitably acquire 
a moral sense or conscience, as soon as its intellectual powers had become as well 
developed, or nearly as well developed, as in man. For, firstly, the social instincts lead 
an animal to take pleasure in the society of its fellows, to feel a certain amount of 
sympathy with them, and to perform various services for them. The services may be 
of a definite and evidently instinctive nature; or there may be only a wish and readi-
ness, as with most of the higher social animals, to aid their fellows in certain general 
ways. But these feelings and services are by no means extended to all the individuals 
of the same species, only to those of the same association. Secondly, as soon as the 
mental faculties had become highly developed, images of all past actions and motives 
would be incessantly passing through the brain of each individual; and that feeling of 
dissatisfaction which invariably results, as we shall hereafter see, from any unsatisfied 
instinct, would arise, as often as it was perceived that the enduring and always present 
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social instinct had yielded to some other instinct, at the time stronger, but neither en-
during in its nature, nor leaving behind it a very vivid impression. It is clear that many 
instinctive desires, such as that of hunger, are in their nature of short duration; and 
after being satisfied are not readily or vividly recalled. Thirdly, after the power of lan-
guage had been acquired and the wishes of the members of the same community could 
be distinctly expressed, the common opinion how each member ought to act for the 
public good, would naturally become to a large extent the guide to action. But the so-
cial instincts would still give the impulse to act for the good of the community, this 
impulse being strengthened, directed, and sometimes even deflected, by public opin-
ion, the power of which rests, as we shall presently see, on instinctive sympathy. Last-
ly, habit in the individual would ultimately play a very important part in guiding the 
conduct of each member; for the social instincts and impulses, like all other instincts, 
would be greatly strengthened by habit, as would obedience to the wishes and judg-
ment of the community.” Charles Darwin. The Descent of Man. Volume one. NY: D. 
Appleton, 1872. Chapter III. 

▬ 
  

ABOUT ST. FRANCIS COLLEGE 
 

St. Francis College has a proud heritage of preparing students to take their places as 
leaders in their fields and to become contributing members of society. With a mission 
founded on the ideals and teachings of St. Francis of Assisi, the College plays a vital 
role in the community and in the lives of its students and alumni. 
 
A group of Franciscan Brothers first came to Brooklyn in 1858, opening St. Francis 
Academy several months later in 1859. It was the first private school in the diocese of 
Brooklyn. The school, which was opened to educate the boys of the diocese, started in 
a building on Baltic Street and grew quickly. In 1884, just 25 years later, the trustees 
of St. Francis received permission from the state legislature to "establish a literary 
college" under its current name and giving it the power to confer diplomas, honors, 
and degrees. In June 1885, St. Francis College conferred its first Bachelor of Arts de-
gree, and seven years later the first Bachelor of Science degree was granted. 

The College continued its meteoric growth and built a new facility on Butler Street in 
1926. In 1957, the Regents of the University of the State of New York granted an ab-
solute Charter to the Trustees of the College. In 1960, St. Francis embarked on an ex-
pansion program. It moved to Remsen Street, where it had purchased two office build-
ings from Brooklyn Union Gas Company, allowing it to double its enrollment. Shortly 
thereafter, it became a co-educational institution and additional property was pur-
chased on both Remsen and Joralemon Streets. The College expanded its facilities 
with the construction of a science building, athletics complex and housing to accom-
modate the Franciscan Brothers and provide more space for faculty. 

The addition of the Anthony J. Genovesi Center in 2003 offers students additional 
opportunities to participate and watch athletic events while the $40 million Frank and 
Mary Macchiarola Academic Center which opened in 2006, houses a library, numer-
ous smart classrooms, HDTV studio, and black box theater.  



ASEBL Journal – Volume 15 Issue 2, May 2022  

16 
 

Today the School has more than 2,600 students and 20,000 alumni. They come pri-
marily from Brooklyn and the other boroughs of New York City, although their di-
verse backgrounds represent some 80 countries. Many distinguished public servants, 
scientists, lawyers, business professionals, and teachers call St. Francis College alma 
mater, as do many of the priests and nuns within the Dioceses of Brooklyn-Queens 
and Rockville Centre. In the Fall of 2022 the college embarks on another chapter 
when it assumes a new, high-tech campus at 179 Livingston Street. 

 
 

ABOUT ASEBL 
 
 

ASEBL Journal stands for ethics in arts and literature with a recent focus on 
environmental and animal studies. Issues of the journal are housed at St. Francis College 
https://www.sfc.edu/student-life/publications/asebl-journal. The journal, which ceased 
regular publication with volume 15, is peer-reviewed and online. It is indexed in the 
MLA International Directory of Periodicals and included in EBSCO Host Humanities 
Source database. The editor is a member of The Council of Editors of Learned Journals. 
Website: www.asebl.net.  
 
ASEBL Journal has consistently blended interdisciplinary approaches in, for example, 
the following instances: competitive altruism in Beowulf (v. 9, January 2013), cultural 
traditions from an anthropological perspective in Romeo and Juliet (v. 11.1, January 
2015), art and evolution (v. 11.2, April 2015), the cultural evolution of attitudes about 
homosexuality (v. 12, February 2016), traditional ethical codes as a puzzle to 
evolutionary theory (v. 12, February 2016), morality and biology (v. 13, January 
2018), and great ape personhood (v. 14, January 2019). Final regular issue (v. 15, 
2021)  broadly covers consciousness across disciplines. The journal will continue in 
2021 and thereafter at the site only, perhaps with an occasional special, themed issue 
or separately published papers online. 

https://www.sfc.edu/student-life/publications/asebl-journal
http://www.asebl.net/
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